
EARTH MOVING PROTOCOL FOR THE  
ELEM SOIL REMEDIATION PROJECT 

The Elem community is the oldest community in Lake County.  It has existed in the 
same location for at least 6,000 years and may have roots at this location that go back 
12,000 years.  This means that important historic and prehistoric artifacts and sites 
cover much of the property.  Because there were no written records, these sites 
contain the only information available about this community’s past.  These rules are 
designed to allow this project to move forward without destroying Elem’s cultural 
history.  Not only are these rules important to preserving their past, it is the law.  In 
order to comply with the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) and Title 36, 
Code of Federal Regulations, part 800.5 and 6 the items listed below must be followed.  

1. No grading, trenching, or excavating are to take place within the reservation 
without Dr. Parker or his designee present. 

2. No heavy equipment is to be parked, staged, or driven on natural soil.  All heavy 
equipment must stay on fill or asphalt.  If necessary, Dr. Parker will designate 
culturally “safe” areas for equipment staging. 

3. While bringing in and spreading new fill, heavy equipment is to ride atop the fill 
rather than on natural ground.  This can be accomplished by pushing the fill 
ahead of the equipment.    

4. A minimum of 8” of fill must be on the ground before compaction takes place.  
Once an 8” layer of fill is down then the vibrating roller can be used for 
compaction. 

5. There is no natural obsidian on the reservation. If you see obsidian on the 
ground, you are on an archaeological site.  The artifacts belong to the Elem 
community.  Unless you are (or working for) a Registered Professional 
Archaeologist, the Archaeological Resource Protection Act makes it illegal to 
remove or deface a site or artifact. 

6. If you see an artifact, point it out to Dr. Parker or the nearest Native American 
monitor.  If a monitor can’t be found, place a pin flag at the location.  A system 
is in place to map and collect all sensitive artifacts for curation in the tribe’s 
museum. 

7. If an archaeological feature or site soil is encountered during excavation, and in 
danger of disturbance, Dr. Parker may need to temporarily redirect equipment to 
work in another area while the feature or site soil is mapped and removed.  Dr. 
Parker will designate “resource safe” areas where fill removal can continue while 
archaeological mapping and recovery take place at the primary work site. 
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