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FEATURE 23 ANALYSIS, SAN LUIS OBISPO CHINATOWN 

Discovered during construction monitoring on May 12th, 1987, this feature was 
described as a "very concentrated trash pit".  Field forms indicate that this feature 
was 7 to 8 meters east of the baseline near the "brick footing of Feature 1".  The 
notes indicate that the feature had a "straight wall" on its north side.  Two strata 
were noted;  

I. A dark friable soil with stoneware 
fragments, a large granite millstone, 
copper plate, and other Chinese-
related materials. 

II. A wood layer separates strata I from 
strata II.  Strata II had less friable 
soil lots of decomposed metal, bottles, 
German ceramic beer bottle, large 
copper jar and opium tin. 

At least 40 bags of 
material were 
recovered from the 
feature and field 
notes suggest that 
this deposit might 
have been behind a 
Chinese restaurant 
due to the 
abundance of 
Chinese stoneware 
containers. 

 

 

Fea. 23 
excavation 

 

Fea. 23  

Feature 23  
Field Drawing showing 

0-30cm materials.  
BR=brick 
PC=Pismo clam 
AB=abalone 
M=metal 
P=Chinese pot 
B=bone 
BN=bottle neck 
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According to the field notes, the first pass of the dozer exposed whole bottles, 
then ceramic and metal, then the dozer hit a granite millstone which was 
removed.  All materials were bagged for later processing (ARS,1987). 

All materials were consistent with what would be expected in a Chinese trash 
deposit.  

The materials appeared to be sandwiched between a cobble adobe foundation 
footing (Fea. 1) from the Mission period and the wood and stone footing of a 19th 
century Chinatown structure. 

Feature 23 materials were sorted, counted, weighed and cataloged.  There were a 
total of 337 catalog entries representing several thousand cultural items.  These 
materials are discussed below. 

All Material 

When all material from Feature 23 are 
graphed, dietary bone was the most 
prominent material by weight.  This 
was followed by EuroAmerican metal 
and other materials, Asian ceramics, 
EuroAmerican glass, and 
EuroAmerican ceramics.  Also 
represented, but in much smaller 
weights were dietary shell, ground 
stone, and smaller items such as 
buttons, shell artifacts, etc. 

Bone 

The overwhelming majority of bone 
recovered was mammal.  Also 
represented in the sample was bird, 
fish (including cuttlefish), turtle, 
human (teeth), and eggshell.  One 
bone handle for a tool or utensil was 
also recovered (23-328). 
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Shell 

Although 10 different species of 
shellfish were represented in the 
Feature 23 material.  The two most 
prolific by weight were green abalone 
(haliotis fulgens), and Pismo clam 
(tivela).  A significant amount of 
mussel (mytilus) shell was also 
recovered followed by traces of black 
turban snail (tegula), littleneck clam 
(protothaca), gaper clam (tresus), red 

abalone (haliotis rufescens), oyster 
(ostrea), crab, and macoma clam. 

Asian Ceramics 

Tableware 

A review of the Asian tableware 
indicated that the number of rice bowls 
(15) recovered from Feature 23 was 
almost double the next most numerous 
item; tea bowls (8).   Condiment dishes 
and 7” bowls (6) were well represented 
as were spoons, serving bowls (4) and 
small plates (3). 

The larger bowls and all plates were of 
the four seasons pattern.  Rice bowls 
were split between celadon (4), bamboo 
(7) and four seasons patterns (3).   

 23-328 Bone handle 
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Chinese Makers Marks 

Makers marks were found on 3 different 
pieces.  One celadon piece (23-219) had 
a mark similar to the Great Qing 
Tongzhi period mark (1862-74).   

One of the 7” serving bowls (23-228) 
had a Guangxu Nian Zhi period mark 
(1875-1908). 

One of the “one-of-a-kind” rice bowls 
(23-232) had a mark that is either 
Tongzhi (1862-74) or Guangxu (1875-
1908). 

One of the “one-of-a-kind” tea bowls 
(23-218) has a Guanxu Nian Zhi period 
mark (1875-1908).   

 

23-228 

7” serving bowl 

23-232 

Rice Bowl 

 

23-219 

Celadon 
Rice Bowl 
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Storage ware 

Analysis of stoneware storage containers indicates 
that spouted jars dominated the collection with 
twice the number of any other container.  Food jars 
and Ng-Ka-Pi jars were the next most numerous 
followed by pieces of three globular shipping jars, 
three small footed jars, one ginger jar (23-210), one 
shipping jar lid (23-217), and one oil lamp bowl (23-
216).   

23-218 

Tea Bowl 

Ginger jar frags. 
23-210 

23-217 

23-216 
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Asian Other 

A variety of Asian-related artifacts were recovered 
from Feature 23.  These represented many facets 
of life. 

Opium 

Other Asian materials included opium can 
fragments (23-105, 106) and parts of 4 opium 
lamps (23-318). 

Gaming 

Gaming counters (23-191, 192, 193) 

Hygiene 

Bone toothbrush (23-197) 

Money 

Zinc and brass coins (23-200, 201) 

Writing 

Carved schist paint mixing pallet (23-208) 

Medicine 

One medicinal vial (23-323) of the Type 1A style 
(Greenwood1993:211).  

 

 23-318 

191 192 193 

23-201 23-200 

23-323 
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EuroAmerican Ceramics 

Euroamerican ceramics consisted of 
mostly stoneware tableware.  These 
were dominated by main course plates 
(14), followed by coffee cups (9), salad 
plates (7), saucers (6), desert bowls (4), 
and soup bowls (4).  Fragments of three 
egg cups were also recovered. 

Almost all Euroamerican stoneware 
was plain white glazed.   One piece of 
transfer ware and one crockery bottle 
were also recovered.  The crockery was 
from Kennedy, Barrowfield Pottery, 
Scotland (1866-1929). 

Three of the salad plates had maker’s 
marks and one (23-233) had a Chinese 
name pecked into the glaze.  The 
character for the name “Li” was pecked 
into the serving side of the plate.  The 
bottom of the plate had a maker’s mark 
for Powell and Bishop indicating 
manufacture between 1876 and 1878 
(Godden 1991:509). 

Two of the other salad plates (23-234) 
also had marks; one with E. & C. Challinor (1862-91) and one 
Knowles, Taylor and Knowles (1879-1904) (Lehner 1988: 238).   

 

 

23-234 

 

23-233 

 

23-233 

23-236 
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EuroAmerican Glass 

By weight, glass was the fourth most 
prominent material recovered from 
Feature 23.   Both broken and whole 
glass items included bottles, 
tableware, lighting, and window glass.  
Bottles and lighting devices dominated 
the glass collection. 

Bottles 

Alcohol bottles (17) dominated the 
collection with condiment bottles (11), 
prescription ware (7), cologne, soda, 
and preserve ware (4 each) were also 
well represented.  Unidentifiable 
medical bottles, cosmetic, patent 
medicines, and cleaning bottles were 
also represented. 

Most bottles were hand-blown (62) vs. 
machine made (2).  Two-piece mold 
hand-blown bottles (27) far out-
numbered those produced by turn-
mold (8) and 3-piece mold (1).   

Alcohol 

Alcohol bottles included 6 liquor flasks 
(3 picnic flasks, 1 shoo-fly flask, and 2 
union ovals).   One picnic flask had 
“I.G.CO.” on the base indicating 
manufacture either by Ihmsen Glass 
Company (1870-95) or the Illinois 

Glass Company (1880-1900) (Toulouse 
1971:261, 264). 

Neck and base fragments indicate that 1 
beer, 1 wine, 5 champagne, 1 rum and/or 
whiskey bottles were also represented.  

Picnic flask 

23-246 
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Soda 

Sodas were represented by 4 
mineral water bottles. 

 

Condiment 

Condiment bottles included 5 Lea & Perrins 
Worcestershire Sauce (23-235) made by 
Duncan and Sons (1880-1900) (Toulouse 
1971:277).  Two Pepper Sauce bottles (23-265) 
by E.R. Durkee & Co. (>1874), olive oil bottles 
(2), a catsup bottle, and a fancy caster bottle.  

Preserve Ware 

Three American pickle jars and 1 Missouri style chow-chow or 
pickle jar were recovered. 

Medicine 

Two Ayers ovals (23-237) were recovered as 
were 2 unmarked patent 
remedies, and one 
unidentifiable medicine. 

Prescription Ware included 
2 "Booths Drug Store, San 
Luis Obispo" (23-251), 2 
unidentifiable, and 1 
"Pothecary, San Luis 
Obispo". 

 

23-247 

Shoo-fly flask 

 

23-317 

Union oval flask  

23-235 

23-265 

 23-237 

 
23-251 



John Parker Page 10 8/1/2014 

Cologne 

One "Fitch's" hair tonic/aftershave bottle (23-
252) and 3 cologne bottles with glass stoppers 
(23-271) were recovered. 

Cosmetic 

Two cold cream jars were recovered (23-274). 

Shoe Polish 

One "Acme Blacking/Wolff & 
Randolph/Philadelphia" shoe polish bottle was 
recovered (23-238). 

Cleaning 

One bluing bottle (23-299) made by the Olean Glass 
Co. was recovered (1887-1915) (Toulouse 1971:400). 

Tableware 

Glass tableware included 3 tumblers, 2 stemware 
glasses, 1 beer mug, 1 shot glass and the glass 
stopper for a decanter (23-272). 

Lamps 

Kerosene lamp parts included base and reservoir 
pieces representing a minimum of 6 lamps.  In 
addition, at least 3 metal wick holders and 3 wick adjusting knobs were 
recovered.  One reservoir (23-286) was embossed "Pat Aug 1875". 

A minimum of 11 
lamp chimneys 
were recovered as 
were at least 4 
lamp shades.  One 
of the shades was 
embossed "BB 
Schneiders 
Illuminator, Pat 
Oct. 8 70". 

 

 23-252  23-271 

23-274 

23-238 

23-272 

 

23-286 
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Buttons 

Buttons are a good indication of 
economic status as expensive clothes 
tend to have expensive buttons such as 
brass, bone, jet or other material.  
Work clothes tend to have economy 
buttons made using the prosser 
method (China buttons) or shell (23-
180). 

Of the 166 buttons recovered from 
Feature 23, 128 were prosser buttons 
(23-181 and 183 through 188).  Most 
were 18-line size buttons, a typical size 
for work shirts. 

Eight brass shoe buttons (23-178) were 
recovered as were two bone studs (23-
190) and two celluloid studs (23-189). 
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Nails 

Though many nails were too rusted for 
identification, the pie chart of nail types 
indicates that the machine stamped 
square nails made up the overwhelming 
majority of identifiable nails (the Type B 
style, 1820-1900).  The few hand-forged 
nails indicate that some forged pieces 
were still in circulation.  The few wire 
nails discovered indicate that these had 
just begun showing up in the hardware 
supply stores in the area.  As wire nails 
didn't become popular until 1890-1900, 
their existence in the feature may help identify its period of use.        

Arms   

Evidence of fire arm use recovered 
included rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
casings, slugs, and shot.  Eight 38 cal 
long and short casings were recovered 
(23-97, 99), two of these were 
manufactured after 1870.  One 38 cal 
ball slug was recovered (23-98).  Five 30 
to 32 cal casings (23-95) and 3 unfired 
slugs (23-96) were recovered.  One 45 cal 
casing (23-100) and spent slug with 
rifling marks (23-101) were recovered 
(post 1870).  One 12 gage shot casing 
(23-102), one #3 buck shot (23-103), and 
a be be (23-104) were also recovered. 

 

101 102 

103 104 
96 95 

97 99 98 
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Other Metal 

The graph of metal material recovered 
indicates that sheet metal 
(predominantly rusty cans) made up 
the majority of metal by weight.  
Square nails, unidentifiable nails, 
tools, hoops and bands were also well 
represented.  Also recovered were wire, 
screws, tacks, staples, nuts and bolts.  

The metal "tool" and "other" categories 
included items such as a porcelain 
door knob set (23-38) along with 4 
door latch boxes, spoon (23-71), 
furniture wheels, shears, a hat hook, 
door key, gate hinges and a latch key, 
and a sad iron (23-91) embossed with 
"M.A.R. COOL/HAND/EMPRESS".  

 

 

Other kitchen oriented items included 2 knife 
sharpening stones, a 10.5 x 24 inch griddle, a 
10 x 19 inch copper serving platter, and 
various stove parts. 

 

23-38 

23-71 

23-91 
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Special Items 

One brass finger ring (23-110) was recovered 
with stamped floral designs.  Clasps 
representing 4 coin purses were recovered as 
was the lid of a "Kiss Proof" lip rouge container.  

Period of Use 

A graph of time sensitive items suggests that the materials in this feature were 
deposited sometime between 1870 and 1900.  Though unlikely, it is possible that 
the feature was in use as early as 1862 and could have been used as late as 
1920.  

Activities Represented 

The materials recovered suggest general household refuse.  These included  
domestic items and appliances, wood-frame house structural materials, hunting, 
indoor lighting, and recreation materials.  Personal adornment, hygiene, and 
health related items were also recovered.  All suggest the household of a Chinese 
family.  The abundance of celadon and 4-seasons tableware suggest a middle to 
upper-middle class family.  

 

23-110 

Feature 23 Time Markers
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