
FEATURE 14 ANALYSIS 

Discovered during test 
excavations on May 2nd, 
1987, this feature was 
described as "an undisturbed 
plastered floor from Chinese 
building".  Field forms indicate 
that there were 6 layers of 
plaster sitting directly atop a 
charcoal layer.  Each plaster 
layer was 0.5cm thick.  The 
two upper-most layers were 
painted blue, the lowest layer 
was painted yellow.  The other 
layers were too deteriorated to determine 
original paint color.  All layers were paint side 
up except the yellow layer.  This feature 
included a wooden perimeter footing that ran 
4.5 meters NS by 4.5 meters EW.  The wooden 
footing appeared to be redwood with the base 
sitting at a depth of between 17 and 25cm.   
Four soil strata were noted;  

1. A yellow soft course sand fill mixed with 
course medium brown loam. 

2. A dark brown soft loam filled with 
Chinese cultural material. 

3. A dark brown harder clay/loam filled 
with Chinese cultural material. 

4. A dark brown clay with a mission period adobe cobble footing and ground 
stone.  

 

Unit 0S/0E looking west 

Feature 14  
wooden and brick footing 

 

Feature 14  
0S/0E east wall profile 
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The feature covered portions of five 
2X2 meter excavation units from 
which at least 37 bags of cultural 
material were recovered. 

Feature 14 materials were sorted, 
counted, weighed and cataloged.  
There were a total of 576 catalog 
entries representing several 
thousand cultural items.  These 
materials are discussed below. 

All Material 

When all material from Feature 14 are 
graphed, EuroAmerican metal and other 
materials were the most dominant by weight 
followed closely by EuroAmerican ceramics.  
Bone, glass, dietary shell and Asian 
ceramics were the next prominent categories 
by weight. 
 
EuroAmerican Other 

This category consists of all EuroAmerican 
materials that aren't glass or ceramics. 

Most are metal artifacts.  Dominating the 
metal category by weight was sheet metal 
(most likely representing the remains of food 
cans).  The next most dominant identifiable 

 
Unit 4S/2E looking west 

Fea 14 wooden footing 

 

Feature 14, 4S/0E  
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categories were 
nails (square and 
wire made).   

Nails 

A pie graph of 
nails by weight 
indicates that wire nails slightly outweighed 
square nails.   Square nails were represented 
by the Type B style (416) (1820-1900).  
Though a few hand forged nails were recovered 
(417), these likely came from deeper soil layers 
and represent the Mission period features in 

Wire nails became popular between 1890-
1900.  However, it took some time before these 
new nail types replaced the square nail 
supplies in local hardware stores.  During this 
interim period, both square and wire nails 
were available and in use.  The pie chart 
suggests that the structure represented by the 
Feature 14 wooden footing was constructed during the period of overlap (most 
likely sometime just after 1900).   

Arms   

Evidence of fire arm use recovered included 
six center-fire casings, one rim-fire casing, 
and two bullets.  The bullets included an air 
gun pellet (516) and a 38cal ball (517). 

Two casings were unmarked; a 45cal (513) 
and 32cal (514).  Production of the 32cal 
began in 1861, however it is no longer made. 
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Household Hardware 

The graph of metal material recovered 
indicates that a range of general hardware 
items were also recovered, including wire, 
pipe, tacks, screws, washers, staples, and 
barbed wire. 

House hardware included spring-loaded screen 
door hinges (408), standard door hinges (410), 
box-type door latches, window latches (481), 
and wire coat hooks (428).  Evidence that the 
structure was electrified came in the form of 
copper wire (470), porcelain and brass light 
sockets (468), light bulb pieces (467), and 
various wire connectors (470).    

Cat # Caliber Length Markings Period of 
Manufacture Reference 

508 25 short USC Co 1864-1938 Steinhauer 
2012 

509 32 long USC Co/S&W 1864-1938 Steinhauer 
2012 

510 32 short WRA Co/S&W 1866-1932 Steinhauer 
2012 

511 38 ? WRA Co 1866-1932 Steinhauer 
2012 

1911-1960 Steinhauer 
2012 512 38 ? REM/UMC/S&W 
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Buttons 

Buttons are a good indication of economic 
status as expensive clothes tend to have 
expensive buttons such as brass, bone, jet or 
other material.  Work clothes tend to have 
economy buttons made using the prosser 
method (China buttons) or shell. 

Most buttons were metal or prosser 
construction with the dominant size being 14 
lines.  In addition to standard buttons, 6 
globe-shaped shoe buttons were recovered 
(348, 349) as well as 6 undergarment snaps 
(359) and one cuff link (365). 
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Lighting 

Although a few electric light parts were 
found, kerosene lamp chimneys made up the 
majority of lighting devices.  This suggests 
either a short life for kerosene lamp 
chimneys or that much of the life of this 
structure was confined to the pre-electric 
period. 

Metal Tableware 

Tableware included a serving spoon (454) 
and handle (453), manual can opener (457), enamel pot lid (10" diameter white) 
and handle.  

 

 

EuroAmerican Ceramics 

Tableware 

Cups dominated the tableware items 
followed by mixing bowls and soup bowls. 

Only one item (a salad plate #11) had a 
maker's mark "Pope Gosser China" (1940's-
50's) (Lehner 1988). 
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Asian Ceramics 

Tableware 

As was expected, rice bowls overwhelmingly 
dominated the Asian tableware, followed by 
tea bowls.  The rest of the tableware types 
were equally represented (spoons, wine 
bowls, plates, condiment dishes, and teapot 
parts). 

Porcelain patterns were dominated by the 
Four Seasons style.  Also well represented 
were both Bamboo and Celadon styles.  As 
Four Seasons ware is the most expensive of 
the three main styles, its presence suggests 
an economically advantaged household.  

Asian Maker's Marks 

 

(Photos and descriptions go here, need 
access to the cataloged artifacts for photos) 
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Storage Ware 

Using minimum counts, "tsao tsun" jars 
dominated the collection (incorrectly listed 
as wine on the graph).  These held Ng-Ka-Py 
or Mui Guai Lo, a liquor rated at 46% 
alcohol.   

Spouted jars (gna hu) and large and small 
food jars (fut how gna peng) had the next 
highest numbers.  These held such food 
items as peanut oil, black vinegar, liquor, 
tofu, sweet bean paste, shrimp paste, 
beans, and pickled vegetables (Yang and 
Hellermann 1998).  Two of the small jars 
had Chinese characters on the base 
(untranslated).  

Parts of 5 globular shipping jars (ching) 
were recovered.  These were used by stores 
and taverns to ship oils and liquor. One 
barrel shipping jar (gna gong) was also 
recovered.  The barrel jar had stamped 
characters "Shan... Chi" (good trademark).  

Shipping jars were used to ship dry goods such as rice and other grains, whole 
soy beans, and sugar.  Once emptied, these shipping jars were used for home 
storage of items such as pickled vegetables, ginger, or salty duck eggs.  They were 
often used to collect rain water and occasionally to ship the bones of the dead 
back to China for reburial. 

Pieces of four lamp bowls were recovered, adding to the hypothesis that this 
building was built and used before the 
advent of electric lighting. 

EuroAmerican Glass 

By weight, glass was the 4th most abundant 
material recovered.  Most glass items were 
bottle fragments, however also represented 
were kerosene and electric lamp parts, 
window and mirror fragments, drinking 
glasses (mugs, stemware, and tumblers), 
electrical fuse, and vase.  
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Bottles (photos will be added) 

A total of 15 categories of bottles were 
represented in the collection.  The top six 
categories included liquor, cosmetic, medical, 
condiments, cologne, and preserve ware. 

Machine made bottles dominated the 
collection, however a few hand blown items 
were also recovered.  These represented 2 
and 3-piece mild items as well as turn mold 
and case mold bottles.  Although machine 
made bottles were introduced in 1899, such 
bottles did not dominate the market until 
1914-1917.  The dominance of machine 
made bottles from Feature 14 suggests that 
this structure was constructed and used 
sometime after 1914. 

Bottle color can also be an indication of 
period of manufacture.  The natural color of 
glass is brown, olive-amber, olive-green, or 
aquamarine.  To obtain other colors, metalic 
oxides are added to the glass mixture.  

The overwhelming majority of bottles were of 
clear glass.  U.S. bottle manufacturers were able to make clear glass after 1930.  
Prior to that time, selenium in the glass turned it a honey color (1914-1930).  
Even earlier, magnesium used to clarify the glass turned purple from exposure to 
sunlight (1880-1914) (Kendrick 1966).  The dominance of clear glass bottles 
suggest use after 1930.  

Alcohol (15 machine made, 9+ hand blown, 5 unknown) 

Alcohol bottles included five with embossed volume marks and four with "Federal 
Law Prohibits Sale or Reuse" (1933-1964). 

One bottle is embossed "Henry, Henry, & William Wilken Rye".  This was 
manufactured by Joseph S. Finch & Co.  The Wilken Family Blended Whiskey, 
The Wilken Family Inc. trademark was registered in 1939, but the name was in 
use in 1935 (Trademarkia.com).  

Cosmetic (16 machine made, 3 unknown) 

Fifteen of the 19 identified cosmetic bottles were milk-glass colored cold cream 
jars.  Two were embossed "Ponds" on the base.  Four clear glass lotion bottles 
were recovered.  One with "Jergens Lotion" on the base, one with "Woodberry, and 
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one with an "HA" 
Hazel-Atlas glass 
company mark (1920-
64) (Toulouse 
1971:239).  One was a 
purple glass jar 
(1880-1914). 

Medicine (7 machine 
made, 4 hand blown, 
2 unknown) 

Three glass dobbers (one with screw top attached), 2 medicine droppers, and 
thermometer fragments were recovered.  Two 2 oz. brown bottles 
(mercurochrome) with Owens Illinois glass company marks on the base were 
recovered (1929-54) (Toulouse 1971:403).  One cobalt blue Emerson Drug Co. 
bottle was recovered with the "M" inside a circle mark indicating the Maryland 
Glass Corp. (1916+)  (Toulouse 1971:339). One jar was recovered with 
"Mentholatum/Trade Mark/Wichita Kansas/Buffalo New York" on base.   

Prescription Ware

384 385 386 387 

 included five bottles.  One had the "Owens" and "O" inside a 
diamond mark on the base indicating manufacture between 1932 and 1943  
(Toulouse 1971:406).  

Condiment (8 machine made, 4 unknown) 

Condiment bottles included eight catsups were recovered.  One was purple glass 
1880-1914).  Two had the "HA" Hazel-Atlas glass company mark (1920-64) 
(Toulouse 1971:239) and "PACKED BY CAL. CONS CO" on the base.  Two had the 
"O" Owens Bottle Co. mark (1911-1929) (Toulouse 1971:393) and "CAL. PACK. 
CORP" on the base. Two ribbed pepper sauce bottles were recovered (one purple 
glass 1880-1914).  One salt shaker was also recovered. 

Cologne (7 machine made, 1 hand blown, 1 unknown) 

One had the "I" inside the "O" and diamond mark on the base indicating 
manufacture between 1929 and 1954  (Toulouse 1971:403).  One was a hand 
blown perfume with a glass tapered stopper. 

Preserve Ware (10 machine made, 2 hand blown, 7 unknown) 

Preserve ware was dominated by canning jars (6) and canning jar lids (4).  Three 
jelly-tumblers were represented as were 6 preserve bottles.  One of the preserve 
bottles was of honey/amber glass indicating manufacture between 1914 and 
1930.  One had a Glass Containers Inc. maker's mark indicating manufacture 
after 1945 (Toulouse 1971:220).  One "Mason" jar was manufactured between 
1858 and 1912, one "Ball" jar was manufactured between 1888 and 1930 
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(Toulouse 1971:66).  Two wire bale-style glass lids and two "Boyd" style glass lid 
inserts were also recovered.   

Soda (2 machine made, 1 hand blown 1 unknown) 

The two machine made bottles appeared to be an "Orange Crush" and "7 Up".  
The base of the "Crush" bottle was embossed "MAR.3,25".  The "7 Up" bottle was 
lime green with "DRINK 7 UP" in white and red letters.  The hand-blown bottle 
appears to have had a Hutchinson spring stopper.  The unknown bottle had a 
crown cap finish and name plate embossed with "...ALIN..., B..." 

Other Bottles (10 machine made, 2 hand blown) 

The two hand blown bottles were fragments of bitters bottles (1858-1910) (Fike 
1987:36).  Three crown cap beverage bottles (no markings), and three general 
food bottles were found.  One food bottle had the Latchfield-Marble Glass Co. 
mark (1939-1957) and one had the Owens Ill. Pacific and "Duraglas" mark 
(1940+) (Toulouse 1971).   

One "Clorox" bottle was recovered with the Owens-Ill. diamond with "O" and "I" 
mark (1929-54) (Toulouse 1971:403).   

Two milk bottles were recovered.  One was honey/amber glass with a side panel 
embossed "San Luis Obispo".  The other was purple glass with an "F" on the base 
indicating Fairmont Glass Works (1930-45) (Toulouse 1971:200).  

Bottle Caps 

Bakelite screw caps were 
recovered, one embossed "Four 
Roses" and one "Calvert".  Four 
Roses Bourbon was the top selling 
brand in the U.S during the 1930's 
40's, and 50's (Wikipedia).   

Lord Calvert Canadian Whisky was 
manufactured at the Seagram's 
Distillery by Distillers Corporation Limited.  The Distillery was built in Louisville, 
Kentucky between 1933 and 1936 (right after Prohibition).  

556 
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Bone 

The overwhelming majority of bone recovered 
was mammal.  Also represented in the sample 
was bird, fish (including cuttlefish), turtle, 
and eggshell.  All apparently food remains.  
One piece of black polished bone with a 
drilled hole was recovered (14-333, use 
unknown). 

Shell 

Although 20 different species of shellfish were 
represented in the Feature 14 material.  The 
most prolific by weight was Pismo clam 
(tivela).  The next two by weight were red and 
unidentified abalone (haliotis rufescens), and 
mussel (mytilus).  Also well represented were 
gaper clam (tresus), black turban snail 
(tegula), and littleneck clam (protothaca).  
Traces were found of green and black 
abalone, barnacle, oyster (ostrea), crab, giant 
chiton, Washington clam (saxidomus), moon 
snail (polinices), limpet, razor clam (siliqua), 
sand dollar, urchin, boring clam, and misc. 
spiral shells. 
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Special Items 

Smoking 

Opium 

Parts of 4 gray clay opium, pipe bowls were recovered (14-92) as was a melted 
piece of an opium lamp base (14-101). 

Tobacco 

One pipe stem (524) and a threaded wooden stem connector (504) were recovered.   

Money 

Three Chinese coins were recovered, two 
zinc (14-501) and one copper 
(14-502).   

Personal Adornment 

One elongated polished shell 
bead (334) and a bone bead 
(505) were recovered.  The brass 
lid to a pill or cosmetic case (482) and 4 
coin purse closures (483, 545) were also 
collected. 

Jewelry was represented by several items.  
These included round-link sections from brass and silver bracelets (484, and 
546), an oval-link chain (485), a brass cufflink (547), gold plated decorative pin 
(548), and silver chain with clasp (549). 
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549 548 547 546 
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Personal Hygiene 

In addition to the cologne and cosmetic bottles listed 
above, fragments of two Chinese style bone toothbrushes 
were recovered (529). 

Teaching and Correspondence 

Broken slate boards (528), a slate board 
marker (532), led (531), erasers (533), 
eraser holder (495), and mechanical 
pencil parts (494) were recovered.   

The slate boards suggest elementary 
teaching of writing skills.  The other 
writing items may also indicate 
teaching activities, but also 
suggest household 
correspondence.  

 

 

Recreation 

Both white and black glass "Go 
stones" were recovered (503, 
521).  These counters are used 
for the "Go" board game 
(pictured).  

Other recreational items included 
phonograph records 
(522) (hard rubber), 
mostly two-sided).  

An opaque swirl 
marble (527) was 
recovered. These were 
manufactured between 
1914 and the 1940's 
(Webb 1994:52). 

529 

531 532 
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Fragments of at least 2 metal toy cars were recovered (507).  These had 
hard white rubber tires and one appeared to represent a 1940's sedan. 

One metal bell (432) was recovered.  This could have been a toy, or used 
as a desk or counter bell in a shop.  

Clothing and Sewing Related Items 

Safety pins (538), thimbles (536, 537), belt and strap 
buckles (539, 540), shoe lace holders (541), and 
undergarment fasteners (542, 543) were also represented 
in the Feature 14 collection.  Though these items could 
not be specifically tied to either male, female, or child 
related clothing, all items do indicate household 
residential activities including sewing.   

527 

432 

507 

538 

536 537 539 

540 

541 
542 543 
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Items Recovered that Likely Represent other Features 

Portions of Feature 14 cut through Feature 1, 
which has been recorded as an adobe cobble 
footing for a Mission period structure. 

Due to the close proximity of the two features, it is 
expected that some soil and artifact mixing had 
occurred.  There were a few items 
that are clearly not from the historic 
Chinese period.   

The punched (567) and biconically-
drilled (569) shell beads recovered 
suggest Native American use of the 
area either prehistorically or during 
the Mission period.  Glass trade beads (cane beads 570 through 572, bubble 
beads 573, 575) are likely from the Mission period.  

Activities Represented 

The materials recovered suggest general household refuse.  These included  
domestic related items such as clothing parts, kitchen utensils, personal 
grooming, recreation, and personal adornment.  The structural and appliance 
items also suggest a residence.  These included door, cupboard, and window 
hardware, coat hooks, cast iron stove parts, both kerosene and electric lighting 
hardware. 

Glass, Chinese and EuroAmerican ceramics, bone, and shell remains suggest 
cooking and eating of both domestic and imported foods.  The recovery of 
medicine bottles, alcohol bottles, and canning jars suggest household residents 
that dealing with the normal life needs of subsistence, health, and entertainment.   

The recovery of children's toys indicate use of the structure by a family. 

Although the structure was clearly used by Asian inhabitants during some of its 
life, the over-abundance of EuroAmerican ceramics and glass relative to the 
amount of Asian ceramics and glass suggest that it was likely reoccupied by 
EuroAmerican inhabitants for much of its life.  

Period of Use 

Though it is possible that the structure was built and used a few years earlier, a 
graph of time sensitive items suggests that the materials in this feature were 
deposited sometime between 1909 and 1950.  In addition to this general period of 
use, there appears to be some evidence that two periods of use are represented. 

567 568 569 

570 571 572 573 575 576 
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The earlier period (1909 through 1929) saw the use of canning jars, fire arms, 
and most likely kerosene lamps.  It is likely that the Chinese ceramics and "go 
stones" belong to this period of use.  The period between 1929 and 1950 saw the 
use of toys, bourbon, and an increase in consumer glass jars.  It is likely that the 
electric lighting belongs to this period of use. 

By 1892, all Chinese legally in California were required to carry photo ID cards.  
In 1905, California banned the export of dried shrimp.  Elsie Louis was born to 
(Wong On) Ah Louis in 1914.  Wong On and two other Chinese families lived 
along Palm Street.  Wong had 3,580 acres under cultivation in the county.  A 
1907 railroad weight slip lists more than 40 tons of Wong on (Ah Louis) potatoes 
bound for San Francisco.   Though anti Chinese laws and public sentiment had 
been building since the 1860's, many stayed on till the 1920's.  In San Luis 
Obispo County, three Chinese families remained and still call the area home.   

1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960

Years of Use
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