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Summary 

After 5 archaeological firms reviewed the proposed 
contract and examined the cargo container (5+ tons of 
artifacts), only one firm bid on the project.  The cargo 
container held at least 800 full gunny sacks and 150 
archive boxes of cultural material recovered from at least 
34 historic features.  The labeled excavation bags had 
been stored in the container for 10 years and the 
material needed to be cleaned, sorted, cataloged, and 
analyzed. 

In 1997, a contract between Parker & Associates 
Archaeology and the City was signed for $44,966.  Cal 
Poly agreed to allow the city to use an abandon lab 
building for the project.  On July 26, volunteers were 
trained and began working on the collection.  By 
October, 150 volunteers had been trained. 

During the next 7 years more than 250 volunteers 
worked on the project.  Dr. Parker's public awareness 
efforts included 41 public lectures, interviews for 10 newspaper articles, 2 magazine 
articles, one radio show, and 5 TV shows (including a California's Gold documentary 
and German TV production).  In addition, he developed 6 displays of Chinatown 
materials for the City. 

 

40-foot container with 5+ tons 
of artifacts. 
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Taiwan). 

By January 1998, 3,012 volunteer 
hours had been donated but the 
training staff funds had run out.  
Later that year, the City provided the 
project with an additional $28,000. 

Cal Poly and Cuesta College students 
and Asian Student fraternity and 
sorority members began volunteering 
on the project alongside community 
volunteers. 

By January 1999, 5,813 volunteer 
hours had been donated.  The City 

Council visited the lab to see the progress. 

By January 2,000, 8,620 volunteer hours had been donated.  Later in the year, the 
State Historical Resources Commission toured the lab and the city added another 
$10,000 to the project budget. 

By January 2001, 10,445 volunteer hours had been donated.  ~90% of the artifact 
sorting had been completed and 6 of the 34 features had been computerized and 
cataloged.  

The San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society (SLOCAS) applied for a federal 
grant to upgrade their collections facility.  The City pre-paid $20,000 in Chinatown 
Project curation fees to SLOCAS to help with the matching funds needed for the 
grant.  The Chinatown project emptied the cargo container so SLOCAS could use it 
during the collection facility remodel.  

In 2003, Cal Poly told the City that it needed its lab building back and the 
Chinatown Project must move to a new location.  The new SLOCAS facility opened 
and the City requested the use of the new facility to finish the Chinatown 

To secure additional funds, Dr. 
Parker sent a grant request to the 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
and one volunteer sent a letter to 
the Government of Taiwan 
requesting $28,000 to complete 
the work, and $20,000 to publish 
the results.  

These efforts brought in $5,145 
in cash and material donations to 
the project (including $2,000 
from the Republic of China on 

 

Cal Poly Lab with 6 
sort tables operating. 

Mayor Allen Settle and Bruce Linghu present 
donation from Taiwan to Dr. Parker. 
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cataloging.  The SLOCAS Board refused the request. 

In 2004, the City allowed the project 
to move into a cold, dark, adobe on 
Dana Street with no electricity and 
broken plumbing (City owned).   All 
but 7 volunteers left the project.  
Within a year, the adobe was 
broken into twice by homeless 
people. 

By January 2006, 13,737 volunteer 
hours had been donated to the 
project.  Due to deplorable 
conditions, the 7 remaining volunteers would no 
longer work at the adobe.  To keep the project 
going for another 8 months, Dr. Parker and his 
wife converted their family room into a lab for the 
volunteers.  Another break-in at the adobe 
occurred and cataloged materials were ransacked 
and restored vessels are smashed. 

During 2007 and 2008, Dr. Parker was called away 
to work on a paid project in Northern California.  
He ended up moving to Northern California and 
work on the Chinatown Project did not start up 
again till 2011. 

During 2013, Dr. Parker finished data entry and 
completed final reports for Features 14 and 23. 

By January 2014, 14,324 volunteer hours 
had been donated (a value of $491,390 to City 
of San Luis Obispo).  Dr. Parker personally 
volunteered 1,781 hours (not counting public 
awareness work).  The City requested the 
return of all Chinatown project materials, 
documents, and completed work.  

1997 

Feb.  

19 Meeting with City staff to finalize contract. 

21 Cal Poly preliminary meeting to look at lab 
building.  

New SLOCAS curation facility. 

2004, lab moves into old 
adobe on Dana Street. 

2006, lab work moves to Dr. 
Parker's family room.  
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March 

20 Contract signed for $44,966.  
Archaeological talk given 
to Nature Conservancy 
members in Guadalupe 
(Palm Street project 
highlighted). 

21 Betsy Bertrando begins her 
in-depth background 
research of the historical 
records of Palm Street. 

24 Meeting with Cal Poly staff to 
discuss lab facility. 

28 Received supplies check and began securing lab supplies. 

April 

Public Presentations:

 

Cal Poly Poultry Lab 
converted to archaeology lab. 

  2 presentations and 1 article; talk to Pismo Men's Club and, 
SLOCS Historical Missions Lecture, article in Cal Poly Mustang Daily. 

7 Tagged lab furniture at Cal Poly lab building. 

11 Provided two hours of archaeological consulting for Keith Opalewski. 

20 Obtained approval for lab classes at both Cal Poly and Cuesta.  Developed flyer 
soliciting volunteers and included flyer with SLOCAS newsletter mailing. 

24 Secured three lab assistants to help supervise volunteers when the work begins. 

25 Monitored the moving of the storage container to Cal Poly. 

28 Established a Palm Street Volunteers WEB page in conjunction with the Cal Poly 
Social Science Dept Home Page.  

May 

Public Presentations:  Cuesta College Senior Day lecture. 

1 Researched Chinese and mission photos at the Historical Museum and 
discussed collections and displays for Farmer's Market on May 15. 

51 people have signed up as being interested in volunteering in the lab as of this 
date. 

June 

An interview was granted to the San Luis Obispo Magazine for a story on the 
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project. 

16 hours have been spent reviewing the archaeological field notes and maps from 
the 1987 project.  Computer mapping of field maps and features has begun. 

Public Presentations: 3 presentations and 2 displays; presentation at California 
Preservation Conference in Pasadena (where we were invited by the State Historical 
Resources Commission), talk to San Luis Obispo Rotary, City Library public lecture, 
display at Historical Society May meeting and display at Farmer's Market.  

July 

Dr. Parker met with Cal Poly's Bob Kitamura and the City Computer Staff.  Lab 
Assistants hired and spent 6 days setting up the lab and learning Chinese and 
Mission period artifact identification under the direction of Roberta Greenwood and 
Bob Hoover.  Dr. Parker spent 20 additional hours computerizing excavation maps 
of features to assist in the analysis.  

Public Presentations:  1 presentation, 1 magazine article; County Museum Docents 
and San Luis Obispo Magazine.  Both activities secured more volunteers for the 
project.  43 people have signed up for the July 12th volunteer training day and 13 
are already signed up for the August 16th training day. 

The first volunteer workday was July 26th and every weekend thereafter.  

August 

5 lab assistants and the first 43 volunteers 
have been trained.  The volunteers have 
begun processing materials during three lab 
days.  The database structure has been 
finalized and installed on the four 
computers ready for artifact data input. 

All together, 212 staff hours and 292 
volunteer hours have been spent on the 
project since July 10. 

Lab volunteers and staff have begun 
processing bagged materials from features 4, 6 and 19.  Computerized maps of the 
excavated features have been prepared. In addition, overlays of the features on 
historic maps are beginning to show their relationship to the buildings on the block.     

Public Presentations:

 
Volunteer training begins.  

  4 presentations have been given; The Cambria Newcomer's 
Club, Small Wilderness Area Preservation group, Los Osos Methodist Church, and 
The Dunes Discovery Center. 

September 

An additional 70 volunteers have been trained, including 8 members of the local 
Chinese community (there are now 93 trained volunteers).  Total paid staff hours on 
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the project to date are 512.  Total volunteer hours to date are 625. 

Public Presentations:  1 presentation 
(San Luis Obispo women's group), 3 
news paper reporters (Telegram 
Tribune, the 5 Cities Times Press, and 
Cambrian), and 1 KSBY TV interview 
with Dr. Parker on Aug. 15th for the 
6:00 news.  KSBY also visited the lab 
on the 16th and did a follow-up story 
on the 6:00 news.   

October 

An additional 60 volunteers trained 
for a total of 150.  A rough count of 
emptied VS full gunnysacks indicate that the sorting work is ¼ completed. 

Public Presentations:

 
KSBY does story on lab.  

  1 presentation (Bellevue Santa Fe Charter School students), 1 
newspaper (Sun Bulletin), and 1 display (Farmer's Market). The Parking Garage 
mural dedication gained another 40 interested volunteers.  Charter School students 
began sorting at their own facility this week.  All of their work is double-checked 
and expanded upon by the regular lab staff.  

The Cambrian carried an article in their October 2nd issue. 

Sept. 27th lab open house and BBQ were a great success with more than 40 people 
at the open house and more than 100 at the BBQ.  Bottles of champaign were 
presented to the 6 volunteers who had put in more than 20 hours. 

Beginning October, the lab is open Thursdays in addition to weekends. Cal Poly's 
Archaeological Lab Methods class and Cuesta College's Archaeology Community Ed. 
Class began working in the lab in October. 

The Chinese community interested in assisting with project fund raising efforts.  We  
work on media packets to share with Chinese language newspapers and develop 
cost estimates for the publication of a book, a documentary, and other activities 
that could "spin-off" of the project. These estimates assist the Chinese community 
as they approach private funding sources. 

November 

Public Presentations: Sun Bulletin article comes out October 15th.  German TV crew 
film the project October 12th.  Press releases have been sent to Chinese language 
newspapers in California.  Huell Howser contacted and plans to do "California's 
Gold" episode on (KCET). 

Cal Poly Archaeological Methods Class was trained in the lab on October 25th (each 
student must do 24 hours of work).   

Now that ~ 1/3 of task 5 is complete, we have a better idea of the time required to 



complete this task.  The original proposal gave two estimates for this task (one 
based on 2 months and one based on 3 months of full-time work).  Although City 
resources required that the project be funded at the lower of the two estimates, the 
actual work will take at least the three month estimate and perhaps a little longer. 

Dr. Parker sends the State Historic Preservation Officer a copy of the scope of work 
for the project per her request.  At the same time, he looks into State Historic 
Preservation grants that the City might obtain to add to the project's funding base. 

December 

Although the funding will run out on Task 5 before this task is completed, the 
volunteers and any of the paid staff who are willing to volunteer will continue 
running the lab.  Dr. Parker keeps track of staff hours so that they can be 
reimbursed for their time, should additional funds become available.  

One call was received from a Chinese language newspaper wanting additional 
information, presumably to include in an article. 

1998 

January 

Paid assistants have gone due to lack of funding.  Volunteers and Dr. Parker 
continue to run the lab all day every weekend and ½ days on Thursdays.  Most of 
the contents of the first Chinese feature are in the computer and materials 
cataloged and boxed.  The second (and largest) of the features is 80% sorted and will 
be computerized during the next two months. 

Public Presentations: Chinese language newspaper article has brought in an 
additional $545 in donations from individuals throughout the U.S.   

In the hunt for additional lab 
funds, Dr Parker wrote and Irene 
Weng (a lab volunteer) submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Director 
General of the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Affairs Office.  The 
proposal asked for $28,000 to 
complete the lab work and $20,000 
to put together a publication of the 
results once the final report has 
been completed. 

Enough materials are in the 
computer to allow Roberta 
Greenwood and Sherri Gust to 
begin providing their expertise to the project.  Their input during this early lab-
processing phase greatly assisted in the final analysis. 

 

Dr. Parker trains Irene Weng (center) 
and others in artifact catalog.  
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February 

Volunteer hours now at 3,012.  These hours do not include paid staff time. 

The Board of Directors of the Chinese Professional Association drafted and sent a 
letter to all its members supporting the project and asking for donations. 

Public Presentations: 3 presentations (Retired Active Men's group of SLO, the Pecho 
Trail docent-training program, and daylong SLO Chinese History workshop).   

March 

This month the lab gained an additional 6 volunteers from the Cuesta archaeology 
class and from giving public talks.  Although the lab has a very reliable "crew" of 
volunteers, there is always room for more. 

Public Presentations: 1 presentation 
(Cambria Presbyterian Woman's 
Group) and arrangements made for 
Huell Howser "California's Gold" 
episode.  He was here March 7th and 
8th and filmed in the museum, at the 
Ah Luis Store, and in the lab.  Dr. 
Parker lined up members of the 
Chinese Professional Assoc., Cal Poly 
Asian Students Lion Dancers, a Cal 
Poly Music professor (for traditional 
background music), and lots of lab 
volunteers.  

April 

Total volunteer time is at 3,385 hours.   
Based on a conservative rate of $12/hr, this is a $40,620 value to the City. 

Cuesta College archaeology students were given one point of extra credit for every 4 
hours they spend in the lab. 

The lab continued to run at full speed. Cal Poly archaeology students are required to 
put in 25 hours each.  Cal Poly Asian Studies department visited the lab. 

Public Presentations:

Huell Howser features lab in 
California's Gold episode.  

 3 presentations (County Historical Society, the Cal Poly 
Architecture class, and Society for California Archaeology annual meetings).   

The project received $2,000 in donations during April, including a $500 donation 
from the San Luis Obispo County Chinese Professional Association.  Some donated 
funds were used for supplies and some used to reimburse Dr. Parker for 40 of his 
327 volunteer hours.  Most donations were put into an emergency account to help 
with future supplies and take care of short-falls which may occur during one of the 
other phases. 



This week, a sample of fish bone was sent to Dr. Ken Gobalet at Cal State 
Bakersfield.  Sherri Gust will begin studying the balance of the bone from this 
feature during May.  Internet solicitation has found specialists in Sacramento 
willing to study the buttons from the collection and develop identification guides for 
the lab volunteers.  San Luis Obispo Chinese scholars (Dr. Dolores Young and Irene 
Weng) volunteer to translate written characters that appear on many artifacts 
(coins, opium pipes, liquor bottles, etc.). 

In exchange for an article about how the program is used by archaeology, Golden 
Software, Inc. donated a $600 copy of their mapping program.  

Several hours have been spent refining the computer mapping of archaeological 
features and creating overlay maps of the features with historic maps of the block.  
This work has turned up direct associations between three archaeological features 
and three structures listed on historic city maps.  This allowed us to refine our 
historical background research to focus on specific structures and isolate their 
period of construction, use, and the names of individuals and businesses that 
occupied them. 

May 

Features 10 and 14 being sorted. 

Volunteer hours now at 3,979.  About 250 of those hours were provided by Cal Poly 
and Cuesta archaeology students. 

The lab continues to run at full speed.   

Public Presentations: 6 presentations (Cuesta Senior’s Day, the Cal Poly Asian 
Studies Group, The Heritage Walk, Santa Cruz Archaeological Society, SLO Shriners 
Group, and the Chinese Professional Association) and 1 TV documentary 
(California’s Gold episode on May 3rd and 9th). 

Sam Ginn (born 1912) toured the lab with his family and gave us a lot of first-hand 
background about growing up in the Palm Street Chinatown.  Mr. Ginn is the eldest 
member of one of the three Chinese families who made the Palm Street community 
their home.  Several months ago Howard and Elsie Luis toured the lab.  If we can 
get members of the Chong family involved in the project then we will have all three 
families represented. 

But the most significant event of the month was the letter of support and offer of a 
$2,000 grant from the Republic of China on Taiwan.  This letter of support indicates 
that this project has international importance and significance that goes beyond the 
City of San Luis Obispo. 

June 

Total volunteer hours now at 4,226. 

Work progresses smoothly with 1/3 of the material sorted and computer ready. 
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City Council votes to give the project an additional $28,000 (bringing the total 
contract to $72,966). 

Public Presentations: 1 display (Historical Society meeting), 2 newspaper articles 
(Telegram Tribune, New Times), 1 TV news report (KSBY), and a web site was set up 
featuring the project.   

The Deputy Director of the Taipei 
Cultural Office visited SLO June 15 to 
meet with Mayor Allen Settle, Dave 
Romero and members of the local 
Chinese community.  This visit 
included a tour of the lab where the 
director gave the project a donation of 
$2,000 from the Republic of China.  

August 

Total volunteer hours now at 4,861. 

Feature #6 (Chinese trash pit) and #14 
(house foundation) have been 
completely sorted and are going into the computer. Sorting of material from 
Features #19 (Chinese trash pit) and #10 (Communal outhouse) is almost complete.   

Public Presentations: 2 presentations (Atascadero Rotary and Santa Lucia Rock 
Club in Paso Robles). 

September 

Total volunteer hours now at 5,017. 

Feature #10 (Communal outhouse) is complete and ready for the computer.  Fish 
bone from this feature is being sent to Cal State Bakersfield for species 
identification.   

October 

Total volunteer hours now at 5,208. 

Feature #10 (Communal outhouse) is being computerized.  All the bone from 
Features 6, and 10 now at Cal State Bakersfield for species identification.  Work on 
Feature #12 has begun and the materials within it seem to be completely different 
from those in Feature 10.  Feature 10 had only 2 or 3 large shipping jars and many 
smaller food and sauce container jars.  Feature 12 has many large shipping jars and 
only a few small food and sauce jars.  The shell from this feature appears to be 90% 
Pismo clam where the other features had a wide range of shell species represented. 

It will be interesting to find out if Feature 12 is different because it represents refuse 
from businesses instead of households.  Alternatively, it may be different because it 
represents a different time period during the development of Chinatown. 
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Public Presentations: 3 talks to county schools. 

November 

Total volunteer hours now at 5,456. 

Work on Feature 12 is progressing smoothly and everyone is working hard on the 
jigsaw puzzles of broken porcelain and stoneware jars.  The shell is already sorted 
and in the computer and the bone is about ½ way sorted.  

Computerization of Feature 10 materials continues.   

Cal Poly Asian students Lambda 
Phi Epsilon Fraternity and 
Alpha Kappa Delta Phi Sorority 
visit the lab.  These students 
chose to work in the lab as part 
of their community service 
project this month. 

The web site is updated every 
month and averaging 5 hits a 
day.  This publicity has brought 
in the donation of a historic silk 
Chinese robe (with gold 
embroidery) and the chance to 
see and study a Chinese 
shipping jar that was snagged in a drag net by fishermen out of Port San Luis. 

1999 

January 

Total volunteer hours now at 5,813 (or about $116,000 worth of free labor for the 
city). 

Work on Feature 12 is progressing smoothly and looks like the richest feature so 
far.   As it is a single period outhouse feature, a decision was made to combine all 
levels except bone.  There are several pocket watches (with silver cases), ivory 
balance scales used for weighing, kerosene lamps and parts, and more Chinese 
stoneware and porcelain that any other feature.  

Cal Poly Asian students continued their assistance on the project and we were able 
to recruit 5 new volunteers this month. 

All Chinatown artifacts loaned to the County Museum were retrieved for cataloging.  
They were concerned about getting the items back for future display and Dr. Parker 
assured them that this would happen. 

Public Presentations:

 

Cal Poly Asian Fraternity volunteers.  

 2 presentations (Cambria Anonymous Neighbors and Cal Poly 
Elder Hostel program). 
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Detailed bone analysis is underway at Cal State Bakersfield and Sherri Gust (the 
bone specialist) will be visiting the biology staff there early next month to get their 
preliminary results and discuss plans for future analysis. 

February 

Total volunteer hours now at 6,168.  The web site has had 1,234 hits since it was 
started the end of June, 1998 (5 hits a day). 

Mayor Allen Settle, the sculptor for the Railroad Square project, Astrid Gallagher 
from the Historical Society and Dr. Parker were invited to attend the Chinese New 
Year banquet put on by the Chinese Professional Association.  Dr. Parker set up a 
small display of items and had lab flyers available. 

The City Council visited the lab. 

March 

Total volunteer hours now at 6,398. 

Public Presentations: 2 articles (Mustang Daily March 9th, SLO Magazine (not yet 
out), 1 radio show (KVEC March 15th).   

The lab had a visit from a 
professional ceramics 
restoration person this month 
and we learned a much faster 
technique for gluing broken 
porcelain, glass, and 
stoneware.  The backlog of 
unglued pieces is quickly being 
resolved. 

April 

Total volunteer hours now at 
6,639. 

Public Presentations: 2 
presentations (Cal Poly 
Architectural class and Pecho Coast Trail docents), 1 display (Cal Poly Lantern 
Festival).  

Larry and Dolores Young spent several hours this month translating Chinese 
characters on artifacts.   

May 

Total volunteer hours now at 7,023 ($140,000 value to the City)! 

Feature 12 sorting complete and Feature 23 brought into the lab from the storage 

 

Gluing ceramics to determine minimum counts. 

John Parker Page 12 



John Parker Page 13 7/21/2014 

container. 

Public Presentations: 2 presentations (Colonial Dames group and Planned 
imes has been 

carrying the lab in their volunteer listings.  Between the two, several people have 

We were able to enlist the expertise of Donald Schinderski (75 year-old retired 

Parenthood).  San Luis Obispo Magazine article came out.  New T

called, come in for a tour, and decided to volunteer.  

June 

Total volunteer hours now at 7,258 ($145,000 value to the City)! 

Sorting of Feature 23 is well underway. 

cobbler) to help us identify shoe remains recovered from the trash pits. He began 
doing shoe repair in his father’s shop in San Luis at the age of 14 and later came to 
run the store. 

In addition, we learned an amazing amount of information on the political leanings 
of San Luis Obispo’s Chinese pioneers from Chinese cultural expert, Dr. Larry 
Young.  Dr. Young translated writing on a set of rice bowls which turned out to be a 
political statement held by their owners. 

July 

Total volunteer hours now at 7,446.   

The continued listing in the New Times is still bringing in new workers (4 new 
volunteers during July). Feature 23 is almost complete. 

During the annual SLOCAS BBQ, 
Dr. Parker presented Plaques of 
Appreciation to Judy Westcott and 
JoAnne Heaney who have each put 
in more than 400 hours of work on 
the project. 

Public Presentations: 2 
presentations (Elfin Forest 
Archaeology walk and Cal Poly 
Archaeological Field School at 
Mission San Antonio). 

August 

Total volunteer hours now at 7,605! 

Feature 12 materials are currently being computerized, numbered and boxed. 
Sorting of Feature 23 is almost complete.   



September 

We had 18 Jr. High students from Santa Lucia School in Templeton and 10 Cal Poly 
students from the Asian Fraternity put in 2 hours each.  

Public Presentations: 1 presentation (Cuesta Archaeology class). 

October 

Total volunteer hours now at 8,010, a value of more then $160,000 to the city. 

Last week we discovered the remains of two harmonicas in the metal refuse from 
one of the outhouse pits.  Dr. Parker also discovered the brass bell portion of a 
desk-top “patron’s bell” such as might be used on the counter of a Chinese laundry. 

This month we pulled and emptied 5 more of the big garbage cans from the storage 
container.  Only a few cans left in there. 

November 

Total volunteer hours now at 8,203, a value of more then $164,000 to the city. 

Feature 1 brought into lab.  This feature represents the remains of the foundation 
footing of the mission period building (pre-1830).  Our first bags of material are 
already giving us Native American made shell beads. 

Although there are several more small features to do (1 or 2 gunny sacks each), 
there are only two large ones left to sort.  Given 3 months per large feature, and a 
couple weeks for each of the smaller ones, we should be done with the sorting by 
the end of next summer. 

2000 

February 

Total volunteer hours now at 8,620.  A value of more than $187,000 to the city. 

Feature 1 (the mission period foundation) is completely computerized with more 
than 600 entries representing several thousand artifacts.  These materials are being 
numbered and boxing should be completed within the next couple weeks.  Feature 
14 (the remains of a Chinese residence) sorting is fully underway and the Cuesta 
students are beginning to show up to assist on this feature. 

The city adds $10,000 to the project budget for Task 5 (bringing contract total to 
$82,966). 

JoAnne Heaney and Dr. Parker are working with the city to finalize plans for a 
display in the rotunda case at City Hall.  It will be entitled “The Past Beneath Your 
Feet” and will show viewers that historic and prehistoric archaeological resources 
can exist anywhere in town; under sidewalks, streets, or existing buildings. JoAnne 
has completed the working drawings and is sending the photos out for reproduction.  
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We anticipate having the display 
completed within a month. 

March 

Total volunteer hours now at 8,781.  A 
value of more than $175,000 to the 
city. 

Preliminary sorting of Feature 14 (the 
remains of a Chinese residence) is 
complete and secondary sorting has 
begun. 

JoAnne Heaney and Dr. Parker 
finished installing “The Past Beneath 
Your Feet” display in the SLO City 
Office building.   

April 

Total volunteer hours now at 8,971.  A value of more than $175,000 to the city. 

We had the assistance of 4 scouts from Troup 6 working on their archaeology merit 
badge. 

Public Presentations: 1 presentation (“San Luis Obispo’s Forgotten Culture” at the 
Southwest Anthropological Association Meetings April 9th). 

May 

Total volunteer hours now at 9,176.  A value of more than $180,000 to the city. 

Feature 14 (the remains of a Chinese residence) is almost complete. Feature 25 
sorting is well under way.  

This month Cal Poly students put in 63 hours.   

SLO resident, Dr. Hoover is a member of the State Historical Resources 
Commission. The Commission has scheduled one of their quarterly meetings to be 
held in San Luis Obispo in August and have asked for a tour of the lab. 

Dr. Parker received a call from Dave Edwards of SLOCCF who had been contacted 
by Lillian Wang.  She had called last month to learn more about the Chinatown 
Project.  As she doesn’t drive, Dr. Parker picked her up on a Thursday morning and 
brought her to the lab where she looked around, asked about the project and asked 
where the artifacts would go when we were done.  Here, a month later, Mr. Edwards 
indicated that she is interested in using 1 million of her own funds to set up a 
Chinese Cultural Center in SLO and that it might be the perfect place for this 
collection. 
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June 

Total volunteer hours now at 9,391. 

Work was completed on Feature 14 and work continued on Feature 25.  All work 
was conducted by the regular core of volunteers along with Cuesta and Poly 
students. 

July 

Total volunteer hours now at 9,564 (the equivalent of $191,000 in free labor). 

August 

Total volunteer hours now at 
9,683. 

Feature 16 sorting begins.   

The State Historical Resources 
Commission toured the lab on the 
10th as part of their quarterly 
meeting, which took place in SLO 
this year.  News of this project had 
reached Sacramento and they 
requested the tour.  Dr. Parker 
was able to join them for dinner 
along with representatives of other 
local historic preservation groups 
and city officials. 

Dr. Parker presented 4 of the lab volunteers with Certificates of Commendation this 
month for having donated more than 200 hours each. 

September 

Total volunteer hours now at 9,893. 

We have now found 4 harmonicas in three different trash pit features.  This 
suggests that this was either a very popular instrument in the community or one 
person went through several of them.  We also came across our first “nursing” 
bottle, another indication that the Chinese community was much more than just a 
bunch of single men working as laborers. 

October 

Total volunteer hours now at 9,994. 

Feature 14 is ready for the computer and Feature 31 has been moved into the lab 
and sorting on it is underway.  

 

State Historical Resources Commission 
tours lab.  
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Dr. Parker presented Jeanne Smith with her 200-hour certificate, which brings the 
“200 Hour Club” membership to 9. 

November 

Total volunteer hours now at 10,108. 

The Cal Poly Asian Fraternity students spent an afternoon at the sorting tables.  
Feature 31 is in the final stages of sorting which leaves only a few small features in 
the cargo container. 

A new page has been added to the web site which features “personal adornment” in 
Chinatown.  It is based on the artifacts that we have cataloged.  Another web page is 
in the works that will talk about evidence for firearms found in the collection.   

2001 

February 

Total volunteer hours now at 10,445. 

Feature 27 brought into lab for sorting.  

The last of the Task 5 funds has been depleted.  As we are nearly finished with Task 
5, this is not a problem.  There are only 20 to 25 sacks and 6 or 8 boxes of material 
left to be sorted in the storage container.  Not bad considering we started with more 
than 800 sacks and at least 150 boxes.  Our plan to have the sorting finished before 
summer is still on track.  Computer data input may take a little longer. 

The rains flooded the lab several times these past couple months, but Dr. Parker 
managed to locate the hole in the roof and patch it. 

May 

All Chinatown materials are moved out of the cargo container so it can be moved to 
the SLOCAS facility and used to store SLOCAS materials during construction of 
their new facility.  

June 

Total volunteer hours now at 10,647. 

Last month we had a visit from Professor 
Russell Skowronek (Santa Clara 
University).  Dr. Skowronek is collecting 
samples and studying mission period 
pottery from all over California and Mexico.  
By using Neutron Activation analysis, he 
can pinpoint the origin of the clay used in 
the pottery and thereby determine if the 
pottery was made locally at the mission by 

 
Dr. Bob Hoover 

(left), Dr. Russell 
Skowronek 

examine pottery.  
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Native American neophytes or imported from pottery manufacturing centers in 
Mexico.  He took 15 samples of mission pottery from the Chinatown collection to 
add to his research.  He will provide us with the results of his study and a copy of 
his report.  

In addition, Dr. Parker held a BBQ at his home to thank the lab volunteers for their 
many hours of work on this project.   

July 

Feature 4 split into 4 quadrants (NW, NE, SW, and SE). and each is brought in for 
sorting. 

October 

Sherry Gust visited lab to look at bone collection.  Boy Scouts sorted through 
materials as part of archaeology merit badge. 

December 

Total volunteer hours now at 11,269 ($225,000 worth of free labor for the City). 

The past several months we have been sorting through the part of the collection that 
came from the demolished mission structure (Feature 4).  No pretty glass bottles, or 
Chinese pottery, just bags and bags of gravels, burned bone, marine shell, and 
crumbled mission roof tiles.  This was a very tedious and time-consuming feature.  
From the remains, it appears that the mission era building was probably a barracks 
structure, which once housed Native American neophytes. The pattern of structural 
remains on the ground suggest that this may have been one of the mission 
buildings which was demolished during the major earthquake which hit this area in 
the 1830’s. 

Computer input is nearly completed for the first few features and feature-by-feature 
analysis should begin within the next couple of months.  We realize the 
community’s interest in the information we are gathering, so we will provide the city 
with these preliminary reports as they are completed. 

The Archaeological Society’s collection facility is nearly complete and the shelving 
has been ordered for the room that will house the Chinatown collection. 

As part of the “public outreach” aspect of this project we hosted 8 boy scouts on 
November 1st who spent the day sorting to fill part of their archaeology merit badge 
requirements. 

2002 

February 

Feature 22 put out on tables for sorting. 

John Parker Page 18 7/21/2014 



John Parker Page 19 7/21/2014 

May 

Feature 27 is computer ready and Feature 11 sorting begins. 

July 

Feature 20 brought in for sorting. 

Features 11 and 26 are computer ready. 

September 

Features 11 and 25 in the computer. 

October 

Feature 7 and 29 being sorted. 

December 

Features 20 and 31 ready for computer. 

2003 

January 

The Chinatown project is told to leave the Cal Poly Chicken facility as the college 
has another use for the structure. 

February 

Computer data entry completed for Features 11, 25, and 26.  

March 

Ken Gobalet completed fish analysis for feature. 

April 

Feature 16 being sorted.  Data entry for 9s/2w is finished. 

August 

Computer data entry completed 
for Feature 31. 

Luis Obispo County 
Archaeological Society (SLOCAS) 
formal open house at new 
collection facility.  Chinatown 
display featured at open house. 
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September 

City of San Luis Obispo makes a formal request to SLOCAS Board to move the 
Chinatown materials into the SLOCAS collections facility for final sorting and data 
input.  The SLOCAS board turns down the request (after having obtained $20,000 
from the city in curation fees for the collection, and after the project provided 
SLOCAS with the use of the cargo container for storage during the construction of 
their new facility, see 2001 entries).  At the same meeting, the SLOCAS board 
approved the use of the facility for Ethan Bertrando's Cuesta College Class to 
catalog the Jones and Rex Roth collections.  

November 

Chinatown Lab materials moved to Burtron Adobe on Dana Street (provided by the 
City for lab use).   Talk given to Cal Poly architecture class. 

December 

Earthquake hits and damages Burtron adobe, but no damage to collection still 
housed at Cal Poly lab. Finished moving lab materials to adobe on Dana Street. 

2004 

January 

Electricity at Burtron Adobe goes out and city has to install new breakers and plug 
box.  Burtron Adobe is small, dark (no windows or lights), has no heat, and barely 
has a bathroom (the toilet rocks on the rotten floor, the water to the toilet has to be 
turned on and off for each use).  The doors are not secure and during our use of the 
facility, it was broken into at least 4 times (causing much damage to the collection).  
The move prompted all but 7 of the volunteers to stop working on the project. 

2005 

April 

Computer data entry completed for 
Feature 18. 

June 

Loaned artifacts to County Historical 
Museum for Chinese display.  (working 
at Burtron Adobe every Thursday). 

October 

Article for the County Historical Society 

 
Dr. and Mrs Parker and the 7 

remaining volunteers.  



December 

Burtron Adobe re-roofed. 

2006 

Volunteer crew finally fed up with the dark, cold, unsanitary Burtron Adobe.  Dr. 
Parker offers the den at his house as a sorting facility for the volunteers and work 
continues there till August.  

March 

Total volunteer hours now at 13,737. 

August through September 

Dr. Parker called away to Northern California for 2 1/2 months on a paid emergency 
excavation project.  Lab work suspended. 

October 

Discovered break-in at Burtron Adobe Lab.  Boxes of artifacts (both cataloged and in 
process) dumped out and on the floor.   Large Chinese shipping jars (meticulously 
pieced together) smashed against the wall. 

2007 

All year 

Dr. Parker completes lab work, analysis, and works on report for paid Northern 
California project.  Only 4 hours spent on Chinatown lab work.  

2008 

January through March 

Dr. Parker completes reports for paid Northern California project.  Chinatown lab 
work suspended till 2011.  

September 

Dr. Parker moves to Lake County. 

2011 

June 

Computer data entry completed for Feature 23, scanning artifacts for report. 

John Parker Page 21 7/21/2014 



2012 

Data input starts again.  Feature 14 final sorting, input, and preparation for 
curation. 

2013 

January 

Computer data entry completed for Features 14 and 23.     

March 

Scanning of Feature 14 artifacts complete. 

May 

Write-up of Feature 14 and 23 completed. 

Feature 27 input underway. 

Total volunteer hours now at 14,324 (a value of $491,390 to City of San Luis 
Obispo). 

2014 

Asked by city to prepare all files, and materials for return to San Luis Obispo. 
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