THE KELSEY BROTHERS: A CALIFORNIA DISASTER
Talk presented at the 2012 November meeting of the
Lake County Historical Society.
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INTRODUCTION
Although this is a detailed review of the events surrounding the Kelsey Brothers and
their place in Lake County history, the reader should keep in mind that this is not
an exhaustive research paper. Due to time constraints, it is likely that there may be
references that weren't found and are not presented herein.
History: From the words “his”-“story”. Someone’s version of how events occurred in
the past as seen from their own bias, wishful thinking, or ego. Not necessarily what
actually happened. (definition by John Parker)
In my 40 years of research, I have never seen as many different versions of the exact
same events as I discovered while researching this talk.
Dr. John Parker
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We Begin in Kentucky and Missouri
1821: Sam and Susan (Cozzort) Kelsey gave birth to Andrew
Kelsey. He already has two brothers (Sam Jr. born 1816 and Benjamin born 1813.
They move to Missouri (National History Company 1883).
1830's: Brothers Zedidiah (David), Ben, Sam Jr., and Andrew Kelsey illegally try to
secure the pre-emption land claims of neighbors in Hoffman Bend, Missouri. They
were "invited" to leave and moved up river (National History Company 1883).
1838: Sam Kelsey, Jr. is indicted for assault with intent to kill by the state of
Missouri. After defaulting on his 1st court date, he later appears and moves to
quash the indictment. Court agrees (National History Company 1883).
1841: Andrew Kelsey and Charles Beale are sued for trying to secure pre-emptive
land rights of their neighbors in Henry County, Missouri (National History Company
1883).
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Meanwhile in California
1820: Clear Lake’s 10 Native American communities and political centers are busy
living as they have for several thousand years. Their shell-bead money economy,
fishing, fowling, hunting, grain and acorn processing technologies are serving them
well (Parker 1994).

1822: Mexico wins independence from Spain and Mariano Vallejo is made
commander of Mexico's Northern Frontier. He immediately makes all Native
Americans his subjects (Palmer 1881).
1834: Mariano Vallejo is Commandant of the San Francisco
Presidio and is told by the Mexican governor to move his
garrison to Sonoma (Palmer 1881).
1834: Mariano Vallejo and his brother Salvador move to
Sonoma, marry sisters, befriend the Suisun Indians and
have them build La Casa Grande (Vallejo's Sonoma complex)
(Palmer 1881).

Mariano Vallejo

Dr. John Parker
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1839: Vallejo builds a log house and
corral in Big Valley just north of
present-day Kelseyville. He runs
cattle in the valley with a Mexican
majordomo and 10 Pomo vaqueros
(Palmer 1881, Mauldin nd.).
The valley is soon overrun with
Vallejo cattle (mostly gone wild)
(Palmer 1881).
1842: George Simpson visits General
Vallejo and describes his treatment of Indians: “about 300 in number… are badly
clothed, badly lodged, and badly fed… they vegetate rather than live.” (Heizer et al
1971)

Dr. John Parker

Page 4

12/1/2012

Kelsey Brothers Move West
1841: Ben, Samuel, David and Andy Kelsey join the BidwellBartleson Wagon Train to California. Though the Oregon Trail had
been established, this was the first overland trip from
Independence Missouri to California. Ben is traveling with his wife
and child, Sam with his wife and 5 children and David is with his
wife (National History Company 1883, Branscomb 2009, Nunes
1991, Bigler 2012, Christalen 1997).

John Bidwell

At Soda Springs, Sam and David Kelsey and their families leave the BidwellBartleson group to head for Oregon (National History Company 1883, Branscomb
2009, Nunes 1991, Bigler 2012, Christalen 1997). Andy, Ben and wife Nancy
remain with the Bidwell party to California.

Oregon Trail.

Sam and David Kelsey and families leave
Bidwell group and head for Oregon.

Ben Kelsey leaves 2 wagons and
travels by horse and mule.
4 pack animals fall over cliff, supplies lost.

Dr. John Parker
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At Owl Springs Ben Kelsey must
abandon his wagons as the oxen
are too weak from lack of grass
(National History Company 1883,
Branscomb 2009, Nunes 1991,
Bigler 2012, Christalen 1997).

Owl Springs

After the 170-day trek, the Bidwell
party arrive barefoot and hungry at
the John Marsh Rancho near San
Francisco Bay (National History
Company 1883, Branscomb 2009,
Nunes 1991, Bigler 2012,
Christalen 1997).
Ben’s wife Nancy Kelsey is the first woman to travel
overland to California. She is later credited with sewing
the flag for the California Bear Revolt.
The group had to get passports from the Mexican
government in order to remain in the territory. Initially
Mariano Vallejo refused and fourteen were jailed until
John Marsh vouched for them.
In December, the Kelseys travel with Bidwell up the
Sacramento River to Sutter’s Place (Christalen 1997,
Heath 1937).

Dr. John Parker
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1846: James Clyman visits Sutter and writes that his
“600-800 Indians are in a complete state of slavery.” He
feeds them from “10 to 15 troughs, 3 to 4 feet long… like
so many pigs.” They must eat with their hands (Heizer et
al 1971).

Vallejo’s California
1843: Mariano’s brother, Salvador Vallejo is General of the
Mexican Garrison at Sonoma. He is in need of a large
labor force to harvest his wheat and barley crop (Sherman
nd.).

J oh n S u tte r

Like most Mexican landowners, Salvador Vallejo believes
that all Native Americans on his land belong to him (as do
the cattle, wildlife, trees, etc.).
1843: Salvador Vallejo leads a group of 80 ranchers into
Lake County to round up Indians to work at the Sonoma
Rancho. They trade with the Koi on Indian Island. The Koi
chief joins them as an interpreter. Next they stop at
Rattlesnake Island to ask the Elem to move to Sonoma (no
luck) (Heizer 1973).
They finally visit the village of Kamdot on Anderson Island
and when the villagers refuse to leave to go to Sonoma,
they kill the chief and set the village dance house on fire
with most of the villagers inside (Sherman nd., Heizer
1973).

Salvador Vallejo

This expedition is listed as taking place in March 1843,
May 1842, summer 1841, or fall 1835 depending on the reference used (Heizer
1973).

Elem Village 1870

Dr. John Parker
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Kamdot Massacre of 1843

Kamdot Massacre
(Anderson Island)

Vallejo's 1839
Cabin and Corral

Elem
(Rattlesnake Island)

Vallejo's
route

Koi (Indian Island)

1843: Andy, Ben and Nancy Kelsey travel to Oregon where they meet up with
brothers Sam and David (National History Company 1883).
1844: All return to California with a herd of cattle. David settles at French Camp,
gets smallpox and dies (1845) (National History Co. 1883). The rest settle in the
Napa Valley and become friends with Salvador Vallejo (Heath 1937).
1845: Ben Kelsey builds a cabin
about 1 mile south of the current
location of Calistoga.
1846: Ben Kelsey and his
brothers join John C. Fremont to
take over Vallejo’s Casa Grande
home in Sonoma and declare
California’s independence from
Mexico (the Bear Flag Revolt).
After several hours of visiting
and drinks, it is decided that the
Vallejos should be taken as
"prisoners" to Sutter’s Fort where
Dr. John Parker
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they are treated like guests (Heath 1937).
1847: Vallejo is no longer in command of a garrison of
troops. Added to this are the bad feelings the Clear Lake
Pomo now have for Vallejo.
Vallejo wisely decides to move his cattle out of Big Valley
and into the Napa Valley and tries to sell off his Clear
Lake land holdings which he calls the Laguna de LupYome "land grant“. He hopes Governor William Boggs
might buy the land (Palmer 1881).
1847: After Vallejo moved his domestic cattle out of the
Lake Basin, Clear Lake’s Native American community
considered that the wild cattle left behind belonged to
them (Upee/Mauldin nd). After the Kamdot Massacre,
no white men want to enter the Clear Lake Basin (Hanrahan 1949).

William Boggs

Stone & Kelsey Move to Clear Lake
1847: Vallejo is happy to sell off
his remaining wild stock at
Clear Lake to Charles Stone, Mr.
Shirland, Andy and Ben Kelsey.
Estimates of the number of head
range from 800 to 15,000 cattle
and up to 2,500 horses (Palmer
1881, Sherman/Mauldin nd.).
He also gives them the right to
graze in Big Valley.
Andy Kelsey and Charles Stone
move to Big Valley to manage
the herd. They have the Indians build them a 15 foot wide and 40 foot long, 2-room
adobe next to Kelsey Creek along with a large corral. It takes 400 – 500 Pomo
working 2 months to build the adobe. To feed them, they allow the slaughter of one
steer a day (Palmer 1881).
The Native Americans resent the fact that Stone and
Kelsey are claiming the Clear Lake cattle. These were
the cattle that Vallejo had left for the Pomo. Stone
and Kelsey were even forcing the Pomo vaqueros to
round up the cattle so they could be driven out of the
area (Mauldin nd.).
Upee (wife of Chief Augustine) reports that when
Stone and Kelsey first arrived, they were welcomed by
the Pomo and relations were pleasant. It was then
that many of the Pomo moved their homes near the
Dr. John Parker

Page 9

12/1/2012

adobe and gave their hunting implements to Stone and Kelsey as they wouldn’t need
them anymore (Mauldin nd.).
Once the Pomo were disarmed, Stone and Kelsey’s attitude changed.

Stone & Kelsey Atrocities
Outside visitors to the ranch mentioned that Stone and
Kelsey would entertain guests by shooting Indians just to
see them jump and by lashing them as recreation (Palmer
1881, The Journal 2008).
Upee was 15 when she and another girl were forced to live
with Stone and Kelsey. If a father or mother was asked to
bring their daughter to the adobe and didn’t obey, they
were whipped and hung by the hands (Mauldin nd.).
The Pomo working for Stone and Kelsey were given no pay
and only 4 cups of wheat a day as a ration. All were
starving. They had been paid much better
when they worked for Vallejo (Palmer 1881),
(Mauldin nd.).
Both Pomo and white visitors report that
the typical punishment (for complaining
about work or hunting on the ranch) was to
be whipped or, with hands tied, hoisted off
the ground by a rope over a tree limb for
hours. These occurred 2 to 3 times a week
(Palmer 1881, Mauldin nd.).
Upee’s nephew asked her for extra wheat for
his starving mother. Upee gave him some. When Stone found out, he shot the boy
(Mauldin nd.).
One Indian worker, who let a raccoon ruin some of the ranch watermelons, was
killed for his negligence (The Journal 2008).
1848: The mistreated Pomo surrounded the adobe with Stone and Kelsey inside. A
friendly Indian traveled to Sonoma and told Ben and Sam Kelsey who put together a
"posse" of 7 to confront the Pomo (Palmer 1881).
After the posse broke up the siege, the Kelseys organized 144 Pomo to fight the
Scotts Valley band suspected of stealing cattle. No Pomo were found in Scotts
Valley. But one was found in Blue Lake Canyon. He was tortured and led the
group to the villagers in the hills above Blue Lake. They were rounded up and
marched to the Kelsey Ranch as slaves and their village was burned (Palmer 1881).

Dr. John Parker
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1848 Pomo Roundup
villagers found

Route Scotts Valley village
slaves marched to Kelseys

Scotts Valley
Village (burned)
Posse route
Kelsey's Adobe

1848: Ben Kelsey took 172 Pomo from
Clear Lake to Sonoma for 2 months to
build adobes. Chief Augustine
(Augustine was “Chief” of the Big
Valley Kulanapo tribe) was also taken
but escaped and returned to Clear
Lake. As punishment, Stone and
Kelsey tied him up in a standing
position in a sweat lodge for a week
with only bread and water (Palmer
1881, Heizer 1973).

Dr. John Parker
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1849: Ben Kelsey took 26 Clear Lake
Pomo on a 1-month trip to the gold fields
on the Feather River. They mined a bag of
gold for Kelsey “as large as a man’s arm”
(Heath 1937, Heizer 1973). All returned
safely and were paid a “pair of overalls, a
hickory shirt, and handkerchief” for their
efforts (Heizer 1973). Kelsey used the gold
to buy 1,000 head of cattle.
1849, fall: With a $12,000 investment by
Governor Boggs, Ben Kelsey put together a
second gold expedition. He picked 100
Pomo from Big Valley and took them to
Sonoma for the expedition.
With him were brother Sam,
William Boggs, Salvador
Vallejo, and 4 other whites.
This time he also took a herd
of sheep. The Pomo
were not fed on the trip and 2
died on the trail (Heath 1937,
Heizer 1973).
Kelsey decided it would be
more profitable to sell his
supplies to other miners. He
made $16,000. Malaria broke
out among the whites and
Indians. Kelsey had to be carried home on a bed. The Pomo were left in the Sierras,
in Colusa Indian territory (enemies of the Pomo). Between the malaria, the harsh
winter, and enemies, only 3 Pomo made it back alive (Palmer 1881, Heizer 1973).

According to Pomo accounts, this is when Stone and Kelsey buy the rest of Vallejo’s
cattle in the Lake Basin (Heizer 1973).
Dr. John Parker
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1849, winter: Stone and
Kelsey plan to march all old
and non-workable Pomo to
Sacramento so only the strong
and young would remain at
Clear Lake. To tie the group
together for the march, they
force the Pomo to work on
making ropes for 2 weeks
(Palmer 1881, Heizer 1973).

The Last Straw
It is difficult to determine what finally triggered the killing of Stone and Kelsey. Any
of the previous atrocities listed could have been the driving force. My guess is that
the 3 most likely were:
1. The plan to drive all the elders and children down to Sacramento (Palmer 1881,
Heizer 1973).
2. The deaths of the Pomo taken to the gold fields (Heizer 1973).
3. Two years of starvation, whippings, torture, and abuse (Mauldin nd.).

STONE AND KELSEY KILLING
Benson’s Version (Mauldin nd.)
1849, December: Some of the starving families hired Xasis and Shuk to obtain
cattle for food. They borrowed Kelsey’s horse and rounded up a few head. While
trying to rope one of the steers, the cattle and horses got spooked and ran off.
Back at Xasis house, the families that hired him recommend that they pay Stone
and Kelsey 16,000 beads ($100) as payment for the missing horse. No one agrees 1 .
It is then suggested that they tell them the horses were stolen. No one agrees.
Shuk and Xasis suggest killing Stone and Kelsey. No one agrees.
Xasis band (Ma Loxa Qe Tue) is joined by Ba-Tus, and Kra-Nas.
They tell the house servants to take all weapons out of the house at night.
Next morning, as usual, Stone brought a cast iron pot of coals out of the house to
light the fire under the large servants pot of wheat.

Community agreement over a community plan of action is a crucial aspect of traditional decisionmaking among the Pomo.

1

Dr. John Parker
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Five Pomo were waiting outside and
Oka-Nas took Shuk’s bow and shot
Stone. Stone pulled out the arrow and
ran for the house swinging the cast
iron pot, breaking one man’s arm.
Andrew Kelsey opened the door and
was charged. He was stabbed twice in
the back, broke loose and ran for the
creek. Xasis shot Kelsey in the back
with an arrow. Kelsey pulled it out,
dove into the creek and swam across.
On the other side, Kelsey saw Ju-Luh
who he could trust. He asked Ju-Luh to save him but Ju-Luh said “its too late to
save you, if I do, I’ll also be killed.”
Ju-Luh and “Big Jim” had Kelsey by the arms (weak from blood loss). Big Jim said
to Da-Pi-Tauo (his wife), this is the man who killed our son, here’s your chance for
revenge. He gave her a spear and she stabbed Kelsey in the heart.
Kelsey’s body was left there for the coyotes.
Meanwhile back at the adobe, Xasis and Ora-Nas followed Stone’s blood trail up the
stairs and found him dead in the loft.

Upee’s Version (Upee/Mauldin nd.)
In preparation for the cattle drive out of the valley, Stone and Kelsey gave the Pomo
2 steers for a feast and dance. Upee and the other girl got permission to attend the
dance where they were instructed about the plan.
That night, one held the guns out the door of the adobe while the other poured
water in the barrels.
Next morning, one girl waved a signal from the door of the eating house and a group
of Pomo rushed the building. Stone and Kelsey got out of the building, but one was
knocked down and hit in the head with a rock. The other made it to the adobe, got a
rifle, but it wouldn’t fire. He was killed in the adobe. Both men were buried in the
creek bank.

Chief Augustine’s Version (Palmer 1881, Heizer 1973)
Stone and Kelsey’s guns were stolen the night before. The attack happened early in
the morning. Through the adobe window, Kelsey was shot in the back with an
arrow. He ran out, crossed the creek and an old Indian struck him in the head with
a stone killing him.
Dr. John Parker
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Stone ran into a small building to hide. The Indians cut the door fastenings and
Stone ran out waving a large knife to get through the crowd. Someone stepped on
his long-tailed coat tripping him. He was trampled and his throat cut with his own
knife. Though he made it to the adobe, he died in the loft. The Indians buried
Kelsey in the creek bank where he fell. Stone was buried near the house.
When the soldiers came, they dug up both bodies and buried them together.

1881 History of Lake County Version (Palmer 1881)
While Stone and Kelsey were out with vaqueros tending cattle for the drive, Upee
poured water in their guns.
Next morning at breakfast, the Pomo charged the adobe and killed Kelsey with an
arrow. Stone escaped into the loft, jumped out an upper window and ran to the
creek hiding in a willow thicket.
The whole ranch of Pomo searched, found him and killed him by striking him in the
head with a rock. Both men were buried in the sand of the creek bank.

Major Ed Sherman’s Version (Sherman nd.)
Stone and Kelsey befriended the Clear Lake Pomo and paid them well for their
service as vaqueros. The Pomo had ample food and ate at the same table, after their
employers were done.
One morning in 1850, while eating breakfast, Prieto (Prieto was the “Chief” of the
Habenapo) and George treacherously murdered Stone and Kelsey by shooting them
with their own rifles.

William and Mary Nobles Version:
The bodies of Stone and Kelsey were hung in a tree and shot with arrows before
being taken down and buried by the soldiers (Wolfe 1935).

Dr. John Parker
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ANALYSIS: STONE AND KELSEY KILLING
Accounts of the Incident
Number of References
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Action Mentioned

Although there is no way of knowing for sure what happened during the killing of
Charles Stone and Andrew Kelsey, the best approximation can be obtained by
graphing the various activities mentioned by the number of accounts that discuss
those activities. Based on the accounts listed in this report, it is unlikely that any of
the activities that are mentioned by only one person actually took place (see the 6
bars to the right). There seems to be agreement among most of the story-tellers
concerning the details represented by the 5 bars on the left. The remaining bars
depict events that may or may not have happened.

Pomo Get a Few Months of Rest
Though they expected immediate retaliation, none
happened. Feeling like free men once more, most
Pomo returned to their old villages in Scotts Valley
and Upper Lake. The Pomo placed lookouts at the
Lower Lake trail, the west side of Big Valley, and
the 8-mile Valley trail (from Ukiah). Two to three
weeks passed with no whites being seen (Mauldin
nd., Heizer 1973).

Sam and Ben Kelsey Take Revenge
1850, February: Learning of the death of their
brother, Ben Kelsey called on the Troops and then
Dr. John Parker
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organized a group of armed settlers
who rode off and murdered “a large
number of Indians” in the lower part of
the Napa Valley. They asked whites to
separate their own Indian slaves from
"strange" Indians. The "strange" ones
were then brutalized, shot, or burned
to death by Kelsey and company (The
Journal 2008).
Another party of 40-50 armed settlers,
“headed by Samuel Kelsey and a
Mormon named Joseph Smith,” start
near Yountville and burned and killed
their way south, pausing long enough in Sonoma to
announce that they would “hunt and kill every Indian,
male and female, found in the country.” They became
known as the Sonoma Raiders” (The Journal 2008).
Finally, in March 1850, a Napa rancher filed a complaint
and the next day Sam Kelsey and six others were arrested
and jailed at Benicia. Several others were named but not
charged, while a third group, including Ben Kelsey, was
“admitted to bail.”
The “Sonoma Seven” were incarcerated on the USS
Savannah while their case was argued before the
California Supreme Court (the first case ever heard by the
California State Supreme Court).

USS Savannah

MILITARY ATTACK AT BADONNAPOTI
1881 and 1949 County History Version (Palmer
1881, Hanrahan 1949)
1850, Spring: General Smith ordered Lieutenant Stoneman
to lead a company to punish the Clear Lake Pomo for the
Stone and Kelsey deaths. On arriving, they found no Pomo in
the area. They exhumed Stone and Kelsey’s remains and
reburied them together on Pinea Hill.
Finally, at the north end of the lake, they discovered the
Indians at the village of Badonnapoti on an island
surrounded by tule marsh.

George Stoneman

From their shore location, Stoneman’s rifles were out of range. Stoneman sent to
Benicia for reinforcements.
Dr. John Parker
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Lieutenant Lyon led 2 more companies of
reinforcements, obtained two whale boats
loaded with supplies (strapped to wagon
running gear) and two mountain howitzers.
These were trailed to Lower Lake.
By this time, many Napa residents had
joined the group and all met at Anderson’s
Ranch at Lower Lake. Part of the soldiers,
cannon, and whale boats headed up the
lake. Stoneman led the mounted soldiers
and volunteers around the west side of the
lake.
Both groups met at Robinson Point just south
of the island.
During the night, the volunteers and cannon
were put in position north of the Island. In
the morning a few shots (still falling short)
attracted the attention of the villagers.
Meanwhile, the boats with soldiers came up
on the opposite side of the Island. At the
signal, the cannon blew canister shot into the
village sending the Pomo running south over
the Island where a line of soldiers rose up
from the tule and dispensed a volley of
musket fire.
As many as could, ran into the lake, waded through the tule and escaped into the
hills.
The soldiers killed women and children, even
following them into the water shooting, stabbing,
and clubbing them with their guns and oars.
When finished at the island village, the military
traveled up to Potter Valley and then back
through the Ukiah Valley (where they attacked
another village), down the Russian River to Santa
Rosa, Sonoma, and then to Benicia. The
expedition had taken more than a month.

Dr. John Parker
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1850 Bloody Island Massacre
Badonnapoti Massacre
(Bloody Island)

Robinson Point

Lyon's boats
Cannon used
against Scotts
Valley Pomo

Anderson's Ranch

Kelsey adobe

Stoneman's route
and Davidson's route

Dr. John Parker
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Jim Benson’s Version (Mauldin nd.)
Lake watchers saw a boat coming around the point (Buckingham). Lookouts posted
on Konocti saw boats with red cloth on a pole on the bow (flag) and each with 10-15
men. Smoke signals were given.

Trail watchers on Ash Hill saw the infantry coming around the Lakeport side and
also sent up signals.
The infantry shot off the big guns a few times in Scotts Valley. They ended up
camping on Emerson Hill by Upper Lake.
The whites took the boats to the Island where the Pomo met them in peace, but the
whites were determined to kill.
Ge Wi Lih threw up his hands and said “no harm, me good man”. He was shot in
the arm and the Pomo next to him was shot dead.
Most ran and hid in the tules but 4 or 5 fought back and another was shot in the
shoulder.
Many women and children were killed. One woman reports seeing two white men
with guns held in the air with a little girl hanging from their bayonets. They threw
her into the water. Two more did the same, this time with a little boy. A wounded
mother with a baby were both stabbed and thrown into the lake.
It took 4-5 days to pick up all the
dead. It was discovered that all
children had been stabbed to death
as were most women. All the dead
were burned on the east side of the
creek.
The whites had caught a Pomo during
the march through Scotts Valley.
They had hung him in their camp and
built a fire under him. Another was
tied to a tree and burned to death.

Dr. John Parker

Page 20

12/1/2012

Chief Augustine’s Version (Palmer 1881, Heizer 1973)
1850, Spring: Soldiers came to
Kelsey’s ranch and then around the
lake by way of Scotts Valley. Here
they found an Indian whom they
killed. The rest escaped into the
brush. They discovered the Indians
on an island near Upper Lake. They
sent for 4 boats and cannon and
went to Lower Lake where they got
Indian guides to show them the way
to the Upper Lake island.
The rest of the soldiers went around
the lake by land taking the cannon
with them. In Scotts Valley the
Indians had one of Kelsey’s rifles and
fired it at the soldiers. The soldiers
fired their cannon twice into the
brush but did not kill any Indians.
The two parties met at the point near
Robinson’s place. In the morning, the
soldiers killed their two Indian guides
(one shot and one hung). The party
with the cannon went around to the
head of the lake (north of the Island).
Those with the boats went
into the slough on the south side of the Island.
The soldiers began firing their guns and 5 Indians went out to give battle (one with a
sling, the others with bows). The cannon weren’t fired at all. The Indians took to
the tules and water, keeping out of the way of the soldiers.
Only 16 were killed.
The soldiers then went over to Potter Valley and Yokia
Valley. They had a fight with the Yokias. The Indians
fought well, considering their arms, but many were killed
(over one hundred at least).

Captain Nathaniel Lyon’s Version (Lyon 1850)
Writing to Major Canby in Monterey from Anderson’s
Rancho at Lower Lake, Captain Lyon describes the
expedition as follows:
We “left Benicia the 6th, arrived at Anderson’s on the 11th .
Dr. John Parker
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On the 12th, Lieutenant Davidson took the mounted detachment and howitzers
around the west side of the lake. We proceeded by water up the lake arriving in
position on the 14th.
Davidson’s detachment attacked a rancheria (in Scotts Valley)
killing 4 and taking the chief.” “Early on the morning of the
15th, the landing on the island was effected under strong
opposition from the Indians, who took flight in every direction,
plunging into the water among the heavy growth of tule that
surrounds the island.”“I saw no alternative but to pursue
them into the tule… with most gratifying results; the number
killed… not less than 60 and doubt little, extended to 100 and
upwards.” “The Indians were suppose to number about 400.
No injury to the command occurred. The village was burned
along with a large amount of stores…”
John Davidson
“Being satisfied that
the tribes of the
Russian River had
participated in the
murders of Stone and
Kelsey and were
harbouring… tribes
known to be the most
guilty, I proceeded to
the headwaters
(Potter Valley) seeking
the village of Chief
Chapo.”
“Finding the village
deserted, (we)
proceeded 22 miles
down river to a tribe
called Yohaihak,
among whom was
Prieto and his
tribe…” (Prieto was
the “Chief” of the
Habenapo) “The
morning of the 19th…
(we had them)
completely
surrounded (on an
island in the river
that) became a
Dr. John Parker
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perfect slaughter pen.” “The number killed, not less than 75… (maybe) double
that.”
“During our passage down river, an Indian was taken captive who communicated…
that some Spanish citizens had instigated the Indians against the Americans…
confirming… hints previously thrown out to me by several persons.” “These
(Spaniards) were living on the road to Sonoma. I dispatched Lieut. Davidson to
Sonoma to obtain the information…” “Leaving the …Russian River, I proceeded
across the mountains… and arrived at this place (Anderson’s Ranch) after 2 days
march.”

Major Ed Sherman’s Version (Sherman nd.)
“Lyons attack on the Island of 400 warriors was by good strategy and courage.
Many squaws and children jumped into the lake and drowned. Other women and
children committed suicide in fear while the soldiers fought with the bucks and
burned the village.”
At least 400 warriors were killed. Another 400 squaws and children died by
drowning or suicide.
Then the company crossed into the Russian River where another hostile tribe of the
same size was encountered and “wiped out of existence.”

ANALYSIS: ATTACK AT BADONNAPOTI
Accounts of the Incident
(extra weight given to Chief Augustine and Captain Lyon)
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Although there is no way of knowing for sure what happened during the battle at
Bloody Island, the best approximation can be obtained by graphing the various
activities mentioned by the number of accounts that discuss those activities. Based
on the accounts listed in this report, it is unlikely that any of the activities that are
mentioned by only one person actually took place (see the 3 bars at far right). There
seems to be agreement among most of the story-tellers concerning the details
represented by the 9 bars top the left). It is also likely that remaining bars depict
events that actually happened (center bars).

WHAT HAPPENED TO SAM AND BEN KELSEY?
In its first ever decision, the Calif. Supreme Court released the Sonoma Seven
(charged with arson and murder) on a $10,000 bond (The Journal 2008).
There was a problem; Calif. was not yet a state and there were no jails, legal
system, or clearly defined laws. However, they were to appear in Sonoma District
Court to stand trial for murder (The Journal 2008).
Two days after their release on bond, a news article appeared reporting “For Trinity
Bay, the Fast Sailing Schooner Ryerson.” At least 3 of the Sonoma Seven jumped bail
and boarded the Ryerson (The Journal 2008).
Upon arriving at the newly discovered Humboldt Bay, the group formed the “Union
Company”, established the town called “Union” (later to become Arcata). Ten of the
33 members of the Union Company had been implicated in the Sonoma/Napa
Indian attacks (including Joseph Smith and Sam Kelsey’s father-in law). They
started claiming ownership of land up and down the east coast of Humboldt Bay
(The Journal 2008).
Within one year of their arrival, they had murdered several Indians and burned two
Wiyot villages (The Journal 2008).
I850, August: Ben Kelsey sold the Clear Lake stock and received $13,000 down.
The buyer never paid the balance. Ben, wife Nancy and Sam traveled to Humboldt
Bay overland. On the trip Ben killed a tribal chief (The Journal 2008, Heath 1937).
Though they had impressive holdings and built fancy homes, both Sam and Ben
Kelsey defaulted on their loans and lost their Arcata land (The Journal 2008).
Sam moved to San Bernardino County in 1861 and formed a band of Confederate
sympathizers. A warrant was issued for his arrest in 1862 and he disappeared from
the historical record (The Journal 2008).
Ben and Nancy moved to Mexico in 1859 and then to Texas (The Journal 2008).
In 1861, while Ben was out hunting, Nancy, a neighbor woman and their children
were raided by Comanche. Though all were in hiding, the Indians managed to find
and scalp the 12-year old Kelsey girl. She survived but was “deranged” (Heath
1937).
Dr. John Parker
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They moved back to California where Ben died in 1888. Nancy died in 1896 (The
Journal 2008).
1950: Due to problems with looting and vandalism, a decision was made to exhume
Stone and Kelsey’s remains and rebury them beneath a newly planned historical
marker.
Henry Mauldin, Bert Smith, and a Roads Department helper removed the remains.
They had originally been buried in a 4-foot deep hole measuring 4-feet wide by 6feet long. Hewn oak sides were discovered lining the hole. It was discovered that
one man was very large and one was average size. Distant relative Dan Sylar
indicated that Kelsey’s family was small.

H.H. Bancroft writes:
The Kelsey’s were “rough men often in trouble with the law.” “Kelsey and Stone
were men (who could never) use conciliatory methods with “Injuns and such
varmint”, and they were both killed as they well deserved to be.”
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